RADIATING THE LIGHTS 


Americans want you for the part the Filipinos played helping 
the war G.H. Hornbostel (right) speaking 
Jose Rodriguez ‘center). (left), 
patient this hospital, looks approvingly. 
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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination. there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 

FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT DISEASE 

The medical world classes disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
Hansen’s disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
practically non-communicable disease. 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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FACTS AND FALLACIES ABOUT LEPROSY 


Dr. G.H. Faget 
Medical Officer Charge, U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


This the text talk given Dr. 


before luncheon meeting the 


Rotary Club Baton Rouge, La., January 22, 1947. 


Leprosy such big subject that 
difficult know just what cover 
short talk this kind. However, there 
have been such great changes this dis- 
ease lately that there great need for ed- 
ucation and when Dr. Riche asked 
come here today and talk you thought 
would splendid opportunity start 
this educational campaign Baton Rouge 
close home, were. The U.S. 
Marine Hospital the neighboring 
parish just miles away. For now that 
have entered golden era the new 
successful treatment Hansen’s disease 
name which better than leprosy) 
there greater need for three types 
education. call these the 
tion the physician, education the 
patient, and education the public. This 
talk today will the phase— the ed- 
ucation the public. 

But before start telling you what you 
should know about disease and 
the U.S. Marine Hospital Carville, 
miles down the river, let back 
the not too distant past when things were 
different. 

When came Carville years ago 
conditions that institution were far dif- 
ferent than today. Then there was at- 
mosphere hopelessness and despair 
mong the patients hope radiates 
everywhere. last month’s issue 
SCIENTIFIC there poem, 
the two lines which are very appropri- 
ate these former conditions. They read: 

when headless parts from breath, 
when heartless conjures death 

other words, those days the heart 

the outside public went out the pa- 


tients sympathy. The public felt great 
pity for them but were powerless help 
them their affliction. the other 
hand, the Public Health Authorities, who 
could use their heads, only sent the pa- 
tients into compulsory segregation, where 
most them stayed for life suffering. 
awaiting death. 

Things are different now that have 
remedies which seem work. And lately 
there has been move help the patients 
and their families the Health Authori- 
ties and there being instituted human- 
itarian approach the problem. Com- 
pulsory segregation, without humanitari- 
treatment, has failed. The new ap- 
proach the problem seems along 
the lines earlier diagnosis and voluntary 
admissions for treatment. Attacking the 
disease the endemic foci the States 
Louisiana, Texas, Florida and Califor- 
nia creating diagnostic and treatment 
centers these states one the main 
features the new modern public health 
handling the problem. 

present the Public Health authorities 
are becoming sympathetic towards the 
patients and trying enlighten the public 
against their traditional horror leprosy 
which overawes their hearts and heads 
cause them mistreat this group 
sick people. 

could therefore add another couplet 
own that the SCIENTIFIC 
ate present times Carville: 

bring hope health for useful life, 

Let Heart join head the strife. 

other words, are discharging 
greater number patients yearly with the 
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disease arrested and further menace 
anyone. These patients need the sym- 
pathy the public return honor- 
able useful life. Therefore, the public 
must educated. 

you would ask fora title 
talk today, would ‘‘Facts and 
Fallacies about Leprosy.’’ The general 
public has more unlearn about leprosy 
than learn. They have, during their 
lives, gathered much false information 
about the disease that indeed difficult 
reeducate them. 

Leprosy not filth disease, not 
unclean and not affliction 
ease, the same tuberculosis, and less 
communicable than tuberculosis. here 
would more danger the people 
this room there were tuberculous pa- 
tient among than there were several 
who had leprosy. Yet the average person 
will shun someone with disease 
but associate freely without fear with 
that yon can catch leprosy merely 
touching someone who has leprosy. 
old cry unclean’’ Bible 
days with which the law required these 
sick persons warn people their ap- 
proach more outmoded than the horse- 
and-buggy-days. Leprosy not now 
hopeless disease. Fingers and toes not 
drop off patients who have the disease. 
far advanced cases, deformities occur 
and there absorption bones fingers 
and toes but this can probably prevent- 
the new sulfone treatment. 

There are several types leprosy, some 
which not contagious all. Some 
the patients with the greatest amount 
mutilation are burned-out cases and 
absolutely danger others. 

Leprosy family disease, like tuber- 
culosis, and the greatest good that isola- 
tion does for the patient the prevention 
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the transmission the disease his 
children. Children are mere susceptible 
than adults. Through close association 
the homes, the child contract the dis- 
ease from his parents. The disease not 
hereditary. There danger for 
dults who come into contact with the dis- 
ease. Carville allow visitors daily 
from a.m. p.m. but children under 
years are not admitted. This true 
likewise all well-operated tuberculous 
sanatoriums. 

further education the public there 
seems need for changing the name 
leprosy. long call the disease lep- 
rosy the patients will referred 
Leper very ugly name which 
brings the public mind something 
clean and sinful and horrible and which will 
contaminate all that comes contact with. 
Well, all this untrue this disease and 
therefore human being and especially 
sick person should called 
The patients prefer call their disease 
Hansen’s disease after the great Nor- 
wegian doctor who discovered the germ 
which causes it. Unfortunately this name 
not recognized the medical profes- 
sion and does not appear the medical 
dictionary. eponym for such im- 
portant disease disapproved medi- 
cine. However, leprosy not very ap- 
propriate scientific name for the disease 
since means scaly sxin disease, which 
the term malaria for the disease which 
not disease bad air miasmic ema- 
nation but germ disease transmitted 
the mosquito. All that favor for the 
name these two diseases the usage 
time. 

have suggested the name 
more scientifically descriptive name than 


leprosy. Just tuberculosis chronic 


disease which forms tubercles, globiosis 
chronic disease which forms globi. 
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The adoption such name would 
long way towards relieving the public 
hysterical leprophobia and relieving the 
patients unjustified insults. 

Now just few words about the Carvil- 
Marine Hospital. This institution one 
the most modern its kind the 
world. has cost Uncle Sam close $5, 
000,000 for its renovation and reconstruc- 
tion. The over-all expenditures operate 
this institution for the treatment 375 pa- 
tients over 1,000,000 per annum. There 
are 385 employees the pay roll and the 
monthly pay roll $74,315. 

The professional staff consists doc- 
tors, dentist, and pharmacist officers 
the U.S. Public Health Service, 
Sisters, whom are registered nurses, 
graduate dietitian, graduate phar- 
macits, bacteriologist, and clinical 
clerk and notary public. The institution 
self-sustaining with electric power plant, 
ice factory, refrigeration storage, hot and 
cold running water all the buildings, 
Catholic and Protestant churches with 
their respective chaplains, modern theater, 
private houses, water filtration plant, 
laundries, fire prevention apparatus in- 
cluding fire truck with pumping equip- 
ment, dairy, and truck gardens complete 
the utilities the institution. located 
350 acres grounds and there are 
paved roads throughout the reservation. 

The medical and nursing staffare espe- 
cially trained treat the disease and there 
well stocked medical library. During 
the year 1946, 650 doctors, nurses and 
dentists visited the institution for in- 
structions leprosy. They came from 
many States the Union and from sev- 
eral foreign countries. Some stayed one 
day, others two weeks, and some longer. 

Altogether there were 5,707 visitors 
our hospital. Most them came pri- 
vate cars, but over 700 were transported 
government station cars and from 


the train and bus station St. Gabriel and 
spectively. These trips are made over dis- 

graceful gravel roads which are such 
poor repair that when rains they are 
mostly mud. Frequently with heavy rains 
they become flooded and times are al- 
together impassable due poor drainage. 

When important persons come this 
hospital and complain the hard- 
ships they have suffered riding over these 
terrible roads, ashamed admit that 

Let repeat and again that 
what wish the public know that 
leprosy Hansen’s disease globiosis 
not horrible disease, filthy disease, 
easily contagious but that 
germ disease which only mildly conta- 
gious and that not hopeless disease. 

Now that havethe sulfone drugs, 
promin, diasone and promizole, and that 
they seem work well, what want 
the doctors know how recognize 
the disase its early stages and know 
that its early stages improvement with 
the sulfone drugs should relatively rap- 
id. get the cases early them, 
then there the hope that will arrest 
the disease before there has been time 
transmit others, especially the chil- 
dren the patient’s family and thus even- 
tually should eradicate the disease. 
arrest more.cases than there are new 
ones developing then will mean the end 
this disease. order accomplish this 
need your cooperation. order that 
leprosy may successfully conquered, the 
disease must diagnosed early and the 
patients come early for voluntary treat- 
ment. accomplish this there must 
primarily enlightened public attitude 
towards the disease. 

All who are interested further educa- 
tion globiosis are advised subscribe 
the patients’ monthly paper. THE STAR. 


| 
4 
} 
| 
‘ 


THE STAR 


March 


MAN SCIENCE 


Dr. Jose Rodriguez 

One the distinguished au- 
for month observe the new treat- 
ments. Dr. Jose Rodriguez 
the Leprosy Section, Bureau Health 
the Philippines. who arrived the 
nited States last July fellowship from 
the Leonard Wood Memorial and spe- 
cial detail from the Philippine Bureau 
Health. 

was just years ago that Dr. Rodri- 
guez, Director the International Lep- 
rosy Association and author many 
scholarly articles the subject. began 
his work with disease. Back 
February 1922, soon after Dr. Rodriguez 
had completed his internship the Phil- 
ippine General Hospital, General Leo- 
nard Wood, then Governor General 
the Philippines, called meeting doc- 
tors and aurses Manila and told them 
wished doctors and nurses volun- 
teer work the leprosarium Culion. 
Dr. Rodriguez well remembers General 
words, ‘‘I can get all the doctors 


and nurses want from the United States 
send cable, but think should 
give you the first chance serve your 
own people. There will boat leaving 
within days. expect the volunteers 
the 

sailed for Culion, intended 
stay one year, but remained for 
said Rodriguez. work became 
more and more interesting but 
was disturbed because felt that the pa- 
tients did nct report early enough for 
treatment. told General Wood and Dr. 
Wade, under whom worked, that was 
just like going the theater and seeing 
only the third act 

General Wood sent the young 
physican Asia for special study. 
went first India where worked with 
Dr. Ernest Muir for months, then 
Burma, Singapore, Ceylon, Siam and Ja- 
pan. Returning the Philippines 1928, 
Dr. Rodriguez was assigned the island 
Cebu. There began see that ‘‘first 
the drama. ‘‘I found Cebu 
place where the patients were kept for 
few months while waiting for ship 
take them Culion. The first thing did 
was interest the provincial government. 
promised the officials that showed 
General Wood what could would 
furnish nice place there and they 
could keep their patients their home 
island opened dispensary and treated 
allkinds skin diseases’’. The provincial 
government provided him with nurses 
and medicine. ‘‘We began making pro- 
said Dr. Rodriguez, among 
the skin cases came very early cases 
disease. The first year, although 
many early cases came, didn’t say any- 
thing about this disease until had won 
the confidence the people. Then, little 
little’ began explain the symptoms 
the disease relatives who aecompa- 
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nied the patients the dispensary, and 
told them they saw anything like that 
their own bodies come and see me. 
guaranteed them that there would 
need segregation they all came the 
early stages. This system was started 
Cebu 1928 and still carried 

Dr. Rodriguez reports that this policy 
enabled him discover new cases. 
came the rate year that one 
said. the first pa- 
tients treated were young children 
and years and before left saw many 
them married. treat this disease one 
needs more than injections. Because 
knew this, went their homes, ate 
their tables, went fishing with them. 
was their friend and counselor.”’ 

Asked THE STAR what thought 
about changing the name this disease, 
Dr. Rodriguez declared, ‘‘I feel very 
emphatically that would help. And 
practice what preach. Cebu, never 
use the word leprosy. Our hospital the 
‘Eversley Childs 
(named for its benefactor) and our clinic 
known the Cebu Skin Dispensary’’. 
Dr. Rodriguez approves the term Han- 
disease. 

The Bureau Health considered Dr. 
system Cebu successful 
that 1937 they began sending him 
other parts the Philippines organize 
hospitals and clinics along similar lines. 
The outbreak the war found him his 
headquarters Manila. was reluctant 
talk about his war experiences, saying 
that did little and others much. 
However, have learned that Dr. Ro- 
driguez was charge emergency 
hospital outfit Pampanga which gave 
aid many sick Filipino and American 
soldiers during the infamous Death March. 
Later had the unenviable job 
helping secure food and trying per- 
suade the Japanese, who saw use 
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wasting valuable supplies, allow 
sent the starving patients Culion. 

STAR office when Major Hornbostel, 
survivor the Bataan Death March, and 
Mrs. Hornbostel, Santo Tomas internee 
and now patient this hospital, met Cr. 
Rodriguez, and the Major, who has great 
love and admiration for the Philippines 
and its people, said, Americans want 
thank you for the part the Filipinos 
played helping the war 

Dr. Rodriguez told that the time 
the war began, 8,000 patients were under 
treatment the Philippines, with chaul- 
moogra oil and its derivatives, and all was 
going well. The invading Japs, however, 
starved them that after the war only 
2,500 were alive the colonies and 
one knew how many were hiding. 
The patients are gradually returning. but 
Dr. Rodriguez said that conditions the 
leprosaria are The doc- 
tor explained that the government 
spending one-third the public health 
budget for disease just they 
did before the war, but unfortunately the 
price everything high that the 
funds can stretched little beyond bare 
subsistence. 

Despite the tragic situation his own 
country since the war, Dr. Rodriguez 
hopeful that research work will uncover 
new drugs that will even more effective 
than promin and diasone and less toxic. 
think that day not far distant when 
new drugs will available that can safely 
administered outpatient clinics; 
continued Dr. Rodriguez, 
will excuse the world force 

Since his arrival the U.S., Ro- 
driguez worked the New York Post- 
Graduate School Medicine. Skin and 
Cancer Unit, also Bellevue Hospital. 
October attended the Pan-A 


**see page 11** 
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AMERICAN LEGION 


were glad have Matt Monaghan, 
Department Adjutant with fora 
visit February 24. The Topkick”’ 
was high good humor greeting old 
friends and new our local legion- 
naires. With Matt were Don White, 
Asst. Chief Membership and ost Activi- 
ties Section, National Headquarters In- 
dianapolis, and Lorio Jr. (center) 
Asst. Dept. Adjutant, New Orleans. 


Following our meeting February 19. 
Voiture Locale 902 invited 
the veterans this partake 
some special drinks were 
the Grand Voiture Georgia. and the 
featuring fried chicken southern 
style, were post holiday treat from Voi- 
ture Nationale. Major H.G. Hornbostel, 
our guest honor, gave interesting 
talk the Mandated the 
fic. The Major how tell good 
story and interspersed his talk with some 
colorful yarns. 


Voiture Locale 902 planning special 
service this community, announc- 
shortly. 


Baton Rouge voyageurs 40&8 headed 
Mike Acosta will sponsor the 


day Nigters’’ variety show here 
March 22. 


Reading left right, Ralph Coghlan, edi- 
tor, St. Louis Fost-Dispatch, Leon, 
Fort Worth, Texas, F.A. Johansen, Medical 
Officer Temporary Charge, who took the 
visitors tour the hospital, J.C. Harris, 
Ferguson, Mo., and Victor Kennedy, New 
Orleans Vice-Commander, Department La. 

LEGIONNAIRE BRINGS PARTY 
SEE HOSPITAL 


Vic Kennedy, whom our Marine Hos- 
pital Post has enthusiastically endorsed 
for the office Department Commander, 
was here Sunday, February 23. Vic, 
former St. Louisian. arranged this visit 
that could meet Ralph Coghlan whose 
recent editorial Truth About Lep- 
the Post-Dispatch, one the 
country’s leading newspapers, generated 
wide-spread interest. His editorial was 
inspired the Ken Gormin series 
Carville carried the New Orleans Times- 
Picayune (Dec. The Gormin series 
and Ralph Coghlan’s editorial were valu- 
the gap from Biblical writings Ameri- 
can scientific progress. 


R.F. Thompson the Veteran Ad- 
ministration N.O. has been writing the 
hospital weekly plan rehabilitation 
program for our World War veterans. 


March 
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TEXAS PLEDGE COOPERATION 
Resolution Unanimously Approved and Adopted the Grand Cheminot. Forty Eight, Department 


WHEREAS, the National Leprosari- 
Carville, Louisiana, where 378 vic- 
tims leprosy (Hansen’s disease) are hos- 
pitalized, encouraging results are being 
indicated early cases use promin 
and other sulfa derivatives and 

WHEREAS, included the group 


patients are War and veterans who 


have formed active Legion Post and 
40&8 Voiture, devoting their efforts 
take the stigma from the dreaded disease 
and educate the public the fact that lep- 
rosy germs cannot directly transmitted 
animals nor humans; that the disease 
less feared than tuberculosis 
other early acquired germ infections, and 
WHEREAS, this morbid fear prevent- 
ing many early cases indicated South 
Texas, California, Louisiana, and Florida 
from being treated Carville, and 
WHEREAS, the United States Public 
Health Service has launched movement 
survey the endemic areas run- 
ning from Paso San Antonio, Hous- 
ton, and Brownsville, and establish early 
treatment centers within that section, and 
WHEREAS, the United States Public 
Health Service recognizes the Legion’s 
unselfish and continued interest lep- 
rosy victims, and welcomes the coopera- 
tion the Eight. 
RESOLVED the Grand Chem- 
inot the Forty and Eight Texas 
Executive Austin, Texas. 
January 11, the Forty and Eight 
the cooperation its organization 
the United States Public Health Service 
its survey and establishment early 
treatment and clinical centers South- 
eastern Texas, and 


FURTHER RESOLVED that 


copy this resolution sent Dr. Ralph 
Williams, Assistant Surgeon General, 
United States Public Health Service; 
Charles Ardery, National Correspondant, 
Forty Eight; T.O. Kraabel, Director, 
National Rehabilitation Committee, The 
American Legion; Donald Glascoff, 
National Adjutant, The American Le- 
gion; Watson Miller, Administrator, 
Federal: Security Agency; 
c/o National Leprosarium, Carville, Lou- 
isiana; and Department Headquarters, 
The American Legion Texas. 

APPROVED and ADOPTED this 
day January 1°47. 


Grand Chef Gare 
Reidel 


Voiture Texas 


ATTEST: 
Grand Correspondant 


James Jones 
Grand Voiture Texas 


Note--Sopokesmen for the Public 
Health Service have indicated that treatment 
centers for Hansen’s disease would difficult 
locate the near future because pub- 
lic prejudice. They point the 
1919 when Carville was chosen last resort 
for the national leprosarium. The 
PHS should encouraged the above offer 
nitely that Texas has large number 
untreated cases Hansen’s disease, the 
health viewpoint and the prospec- 
tive patients who would benefit the effec- 
tive new treatments now available. 


NOTICE SUBCRIBER 
When sending change address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
necessary locate your address our files. 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS DAV 
AUXILIARY VISIT HERE 


One the main objectives official vis- 
the Dept. Mrs. Beatrice Ho- 
gan, Cincinnati, Ohio, National Commander 
the Women’s Auxiliary, Disabled American 
Veterans and Mrs. Florence Green, Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., National Hospital Chairman, was 
visit this hospital. They came Febru- 
ary 15, enroute Baton Rouge, where 
Hogan addressed the Auxiliary Chapters there. 

Included the visiting party were, read- 
ing left right: Mrs. Green, Mrs. Hogan, Mrs- 
R.M. Floyd, State Commander, New Orleans’ 
R.M. Floyd, National Executive Committee- 
man. Back row: Mrs. Chrisler and Mrs 
Rouge. Mr. Chrisler 
Capital City Chapter and Mr. Kuhlman were 
also the party. 


are patients this hospital have been 
correspondence with Mrs. Florence 
Green. Armistice Day other special 
has gone without her help; 
everything from the flag which flies 
front our recreation building T-shirts 
for the Legion’s softball team have been 
presented the DAV Auxiliary 
through Mrs. Green. Her interest 
has been personal, warm under- 
standing that when met Mrs. Green 
her visit this hospital with Mrs. 
old friend. the gathering the Music 


**see page 13** 
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UPC MEETS PHS DEPT. HEADS 


Joseph Hogan, Chief Construc- 
tion and Maintenance Section, Hospital 
Division, U.S. Public Health Service and 
Maurice Levin Ph. top flight econo- 
mist and Consultant the Service were 
here for week February. the re- 
quest the United Patients Committee, 
Mr. Hogan Dr. Levin met with our 
group. The UPC was interested learn- 
ing what progress had been made the 
items discussed with Mr. Hogan when 
was here February 1946. the ge- 
nial Mr. Hogan himself put ‘‘A reading 
the minutes our last meeting’’. 

Equipment for keeping dishes warm 
and refrigerators for those houses where 
patients have their meals served, have 
been ordered. air cooling system for 
thé theatre still under consideration. 
this job right, Mr. Hogan explained, 
would mean quite financial outlay and 
impossible until equipment correct 
type available, not mention funds. 
The cold storage plant and air cooling 
system for the patients’ cafeteria also 
still under consideration. 

Mr. Hogan said that comprehensive 
report the equipment here has been 
made Considering the advisability ge- 
nerating the local power house in- 
stead DC, Mr. Hogan said that much 
time will required ascertain the 
proper procedure, and further that such 
change must justified before congres- 
sional appropriation necessary finance 
cculd secured. Therefore, there 
mediate future. Mr. Hogan had infor- 
maticn the high power line which the 
patients had heard would extended 
from the Gulf States Utility line, only 
miles away from the hospital, give ad- 
equate power for lighting the soft ball 
field and for appliances such radios, 
phonographs etc. 


**see page 13** 
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THE ROAD CARVILLE AGAIN 


Louisiana press covering Dr. Fag- date March 1946, the route from 


et’s talk before the Baton Rouge Rotary 


Club stressed his reference the miles 


stretch bad roads leading this hospi- 
tal. The New Orleans Times Picayune and 
other newpapers carrying the report 
(Jan. 13, 1947) headlined their stories, 
Faget Scores Road and 
went quote the doctor stating that 
modern highways connecting 
Carville with the state system are provid- 
ed, the leprosarium may moved an- 
other location’’. 

Taking their cue from Dr. Faget’s blast, 
several the patients and the local lodge 
the American Federation the Phys- 
ically Handicapped wrote State and 
National Officials asking for their help 
securing this improvement. usual 
these officials expressed their interest. 

The road situation old story us. 
Efforts something about way 
back. 1941 when Sam Jones, then 
Governor Louisiana was here for the 
formal opening the Recreation Build- 
ing had the pleasure auto-broncho 
busting over these roads. his talk the 
patients said that the State Highway 
Commission promised him that some- 
thing would done, and had been re- 
commended the road improved 
making all-weather road with 
black topping some such treatment’’. 
The Star. then its infancy, broke out 
with editorial Roads For Old— 
(Oct. About all that was ac- 
complished was learn that the road im- 
provement was squarely the State 


The situation has not changed. Here 
what Thomas MacDonald, Commis- 
sioner Public Roads, Public Roads Ad- 
ministration, Federal Works Agency, 
Washington had say Februa- 
11, 1947. 


Baton Rouge via Burtville, St. Gabriel and 
Carville, with spur from Carville the Ma- 
rine Hopital and from Carville via Geismar 
with U.S Highway Gonza- 
les was approved for inclusion the State’s 
system Secondary Highways and is, there- 
fore, eligible for improvement with Secondary 
Highway the State under 
the provisions the Federal-aid Highway 
Act 1944. Such projects must initiated 
and carried out the State and the Federal 
funds must matched with funds the 
part the State. Paritial programs submitted 
the State this time involving funds 
apportioned the State for the fiscal years 
1946 and :947 not include any project pro- 
viding for the improvement any portion 
this 

Complying with recently ratified con- 
stitutional amendment giving the right 
vote, eligible patients this hospital 
will cast their ballots for the first time 
the January 1948 gubernatorial race. More 
than lil ely the will 
shortly fixed therefore. The benefits from 
such improvement would not con- 
fined the patients, their relatives and 
friends but would extend the hospital 
personnel and all those residing this 
section and the business interests 
Baton Rouge. 

But good roads bad, after our relativ- 
and friends arrive here they find that 
there are suitable quarters provisions 
for meals for patients’ visitors and 
tution remote from all accommodations 
then the government shouid provide 
guest house with the new roads. 

not think there much chance 
this section losing the leprosarium altho 
this era the successful treat- 
ment Hansen’s education 
the P’s would apace and greater pro- 
gress would undoubtedly made this 
hospital were located near large medical 
center. 

S.S. 
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the conditions which prevail. few weeks 


Key 
TRUTH CONSEQUENCES. 


When Dr. Faget returned from recent 
convention South America had 
decided try new test, the lepromin, 
rather use Dr. Faget’s own words, 
which have unfortunately neg- 
lected the The preceding quota- 
tion, well the following, copied 
from his original announcement.’’ ask 
your COOPERATION since the 
performed primarily the interest 
the patients 

Ceoperation, practiced here, con- 

dition that should understood before 
the true gravity this deceitfully prac- 
ticed experimental catastrophe can ap- 
preciated. Cooperation the patient has 
been watch word. Never has experi- 
mental treatment suffered from lack 
volunteers. Since the inception the pa- 
tients’ recent program for repatriation, 
cooperation has become the song they 
march by, with the thought that nothing 
their part would lacking accom- 
plish their goal. The Administration, 
however, hangs cooperation over their 
heads like the Sword Damocles. Per- 
mission take deep breath always 
preceded lecture cooperation and 
followed the admonition that ‘‘as long 
everyone behaves believe giving 

reasonable believe that the Ad- 
ministration should accept similar axi- 
—as long the Administration con- 
ducts itself manner inspire the 
trust and confidence the patients, can 
expect cooperation. But, let examine 
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ago experiment with histo-plasmin was 
announced. number patients blind 
faith and driven eternal cooperation 
played guinea pig. Some, however. asked 
questions and when the laboratory staff 
admitted that they did not know what 
was going happen and anything did 
happen they have the slightest 
idea what meant, they decided pass 
up. 

Then Dr. Faget 
harmless test, the lepromin, and asked for 
cooperation. They got cooperation, but 
what did the laboratory staff give re- 
well, (1) they gave lepromin (hu- 
man) and then they sneaked (2) lepro- 
min (rat) (3) tuberculin and (4) the histo- 
plasmin test that some had refused was 
thrown unannounced for good mea- 
sure. 

The patients were not pleased when 
they learned that even simple sterile pre- 
cautions were being neglected. The same 
needle was being used all patients. 
And the laboratory staff was indignant 
that the guinea pig should object. 

This gross carelessness was only the 
harbinger what was yet come. Hardly 
were the tests under way before patients 
began suffer serious reactions. Their 
resentment upon learning the under- 
handed methods and the trickery being 
employed was matched only the com- 
plete indifference our lab personnel 
the havoc they had wrought. 

The unfortunate victims this unprin- 
cipled deception are numerous 
ously demoralized. Fatients who had 
never been ill were suddenly infirmary 
guests. recently discharged patient was 
reactivated. The spirit cooperation has 
been seriously threatened and unless there 
some honest explanation 
tion against the carelessness that becom- 
ing increasingly evident our laboratory 


**see next colum** 
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may lost forever. 


view the results let’s examine the 
original Notice Patients. I’ve always 
thought that contrasting phrases are inter- 
esting; e.g. upon patients 
better under treatment one the first 


the lepromin test from negative positive 
Contrast that with this contribution 


local reaction occurs ‘‘positive’’ 


lepromin test very simple labora- 


the 

Somewhere between the original idea 
for this blunder, the blundering the very 
simple laboratory procedures and the ab- 
solutely harmless, disastrous, results there 
place for reflection. not pursuit 
integrity least allay the conse- 
quences dear, sweet old 


**Man Science -concluded** 
merican Conference Leprosy Rio 
Janeiro, where read paper 
Epidemiology and also had the honor 
addressing Brazil’s Academy Medicine 
his return spent some time West- 
ern Reserve Cleveland and from there 
came Carville. 

his stay Carville, Dr. Rodri- 
guez has endeared himself patients and 
medical staff alike. Under the auspices 
the American Legion and the 40/8 
addressed the patient body one evening 
our theater. presenting him Dr. Jo- 
hansen said that was proud call Dr. 
Rodriguez his friend. We, too, realize 
what privilege has been meet and 
discuss our problems with Dr. Rodriguez, 
deeply sincere, intensely earnest man 
science. 
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DOCTORS DISCUSS STREPTOMYCIN 

symposium antibiotics, sponsored 
the National Institute Health was 
held Washington D.C. February 

Ten leprosy patients the National 
undergone encouraging changes following 
streptomycin but serious reactions the 
drug some cases cast doubt its value. 

This was the substance preliminary 
report prepared Dr. G.H. Faget, med- 
ical director Carville, and Dr. P.T. 
Erickson, U.S.P.H.S. The report 
was delivered the symposium Luther 
Terry, the United States Marine 
Hospital Baltimore. 

Ringing the ears, impaired hearing, 
skin eruptions, itching, fever, nauseas, 
weight loss, abdominal cramps were 
mong the reactions suffered the ten 
patients who underwent streptomycin 
treatment for seven months. 

the other hand, the report pointed 
out that the speed leprosy has been 
checked few cases, although 
have been achieved. 

The charge that streptomycin dan- 
gerously toxic was challenged ensuing 
discussions Dr. Walsh McDermott 
Cornell Medical School and Dr. H.C. 
pure form the drug employed, and 
the dosage not too great its toxicity 
almost negligible, they said. 

The with Dr. W.H. Feldman, 
credited with discovery the effective- 
ness streptomycin against tuberculosis. 


While trip Washington confer 
with offiicials the Surgeon General’s 
office aud attend the symposiun 
antibiotics, Faget, Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital suffered heart 
attack January 29. was taken the 
U.S. Marine Hospital Baltimore and lat- 
est reports are that Dr. Faget isimproving. 
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THE STAR’S GUEST BOOK 


The charming lady visitor signed our 
guest book, declaring, ‘‘There, now you 
have the signature one who came all 
the way from California’’. Then she scan- 
ned the pages recording the names re- 
cent visitors this hospital and exclaim- 
ed, you have people come here 
from all over the world’’. And do. 
Among our February visitors were: 

Dr. Eugene Evans, medical mis- 
sionary who has been stationed Ven- 
gurla, Bombay Presidency, India, since 
1925. now this country fur- 
lough. Evans superintendent the 
Presbyterian medical work Vengurla 
which includes hospital called ‘‘Friends 
accomodating patients. 

Dr. Evans spoke interestingly about his 
work India and said, coming 
Carville have heard intimated that 
the unwarranted stigmata associated with 
leprosy has its origin the Bible. There 
something the Hebrew book evit- 
icus about the isolation lepers but cer- 
tainly Christ his teaching and healing 
showed only love and compassion for 
them. The Hindus nothing for 
enites. them their condition the re- 
sult fate, the will the gods. The Mos- 
lems also say ‘who are anything 
against the will the gods’. only the 
followers the Great Physician whose ef- 
forts, crystallized the Mission Lepers 
and its cooperating Church groups, 
well enlightened governments who 
are today caring for Hansenites through- 
out the 

Another visitor from India was Dr. 
James Takhahpore, Bilaspur, Central 
Province. James, who associated with 
The British Mission Lepers, arrived 
the United States last September. Before 
returning India July will visit 
various health centers the U.S. 

The Reverend and Mrs. Elvin Peters 
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are returning their work the Belgi- 
Congo the Fall. Mrs. Peters 
nurse and both have served patients with 
disease for the past years. 

Dr. Evans, Dr. James and the Peters 
were all here for two week periods 
make special observations Hansen’s 
disease, under the broadened policy 
the U.S. Public Health Service, which en- 
courages doctors visit Carville see for 
themselves the encouraging results the 
new treatments. The American Mission 
pays the traveling expenses the mis- 
sionaries. 

Mrs. Keith Lucas and Miss Clay 
Croch, Boro Green, Kent, England, 
who are spending some time Baton 
Rouge, came over see this hospital. 
They are specially interested social ser- 
ice and some friends L.S.U. suggested 
that they visit here. 

The D.F. Reesers Dayton, Ohio, had 
heard that this hospital was closed and 
the patients all transferred Hawaii. 
That was new one. 

Other callers included:Clara Bagne, 
U.S.P.H.S. Kirkwood, Mo. Mrs. Jack 
Nourse, Rev. Charles Ball and Dr. 
Russell, all Kansas City, Dr. 
Howell, Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
Miss Jane Lincoln, St. Albans, Mr. 
and Mrs Whitcomb, Rutland, Vt.; Viola 
Macartrey and Donalda Fraser, Wel- 
land, Ontario, Canada; Rev. and Mrs. 
Broker, Harrisburg Pa.; Mr. and Mrs. 
G.R. Espin, Louisville, Dr. and Mrs. 
K.E. Bray, New Orleans, La.: Dr. and 
Mrs. R.B. Bray, Biwalik, Minn.; and 
Mrs. E.R. Bray, St. Paul, Miss 
Betty Park, New York, Sgt. Gladys Hun- 
ter, Alexandria, La.; Elsie McCormick 
Dunn, Westport, Conn; Dr. Applewhite, 
District Director, and Washburn 
Administrative Officer, U.S.P.H.S. New 
Orleans, La. 
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THE STAR 


Active State and National organiza- 
tions, devoted humanitarian causes, 
Mrs. John Tims, Jr., wife the Vice- 
President the NEW ORLEANS TIMES 
PICAYUNE, has recently turned her at- 
tention Hansen’s disease and its prob- 
lems. Mrs. Tims believes that our educa- 
tional campaign should greatly expand- 
and she has graciously volunteered her 
services help bring this about. 


Mrs. Tims shown above signing THE 
STAR’S guest book when she visited this 
hospital February and met Dr. F.A. 
Johansen, Medical Officer Temporary 
Charge, and members the STAR staff. 
Mrs. Tims motored Carville with Mrs. 
L.L. (Steve) McCormick Destrehan, 
and John McCormick and Ernest 
Haydel, L.S.U. students. 


**UFC meet..... concluded** 


Some time was spent discussing 
methods the covered walks 
throughout the hospital, the walks being 
the prize fiasco the 1940/41 building 
program. 


The private cottages came for much 
talk. The cottages now occupied 
patients are not Wash- 


ington. And the first thing before 
the owners can get certain improvements 
were told. 

The budget for 1949 now prepara- 
tion Mr. Hogan said and does not in- 
clude improvements, such steam and 
hot water for the old cottages, con- 
struction new cottages for married 
couples and other patients properly relat- 
recommended the Advisory Com- 
mittee. This budget must turned 
months advance the time set for the 
projects included become active. 


**DAV Auxiliary visit.... concluded** 


Room with our guests, Mrs. Green told 
how she too had looked forward this 
visit, have heard from many you 
and always read THE STAR feel 
almost know you. even tho this 
first Mrs. Green has spoken 
Carville several National Conven- 
tions and she has been active interest- 
ing DAV Auxiliary Chapters throughout 
the country our educational program. 

Green introduced ogan and 
the DAV Auxiliary leader said that she 
would not have dared come Carvil- 
without bringing her hospital chair- 
man along. Mrs. Hogan impressed 
with her enthusiasm for the work she 
ably guiding and took this oppor- 
tunity personally express our appreci- 
ation the DAV’s for the contribution 
this organization has made the welfare 
the veterans here through the years. 


informal round table 
Mrs. Hogan and Mrs. Green were eager 
learn how the DAV could broaden 
their service this hospital. Dr. 
Johansen and Dr. Paul Frickson, mem- 
bers our medical staff, were present 
the meetting and escorted the visitors 
tour the hospital. 
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STUDENT SOWS SEEDS 
ENLIGHTENMENT 


When David Norman, formerly with 
the army air forces, now senior pre-law 
student Tulane University New Or- 
leans chose Hansen’s disease subject 
for paper and talk, did not bother 
dig traditional material from 
musty library text books but came 
Carville spend the day. met patients, 
talked with us, asked endless questions 
and toured the hospital. 

David’s talk CRITICICISM 
HUMANITY’S OUTLOOK LEPRO- 
given before class social psy- 
chology won first place, ranking against 
twenty-two other speeches 
subjects dealing with social problems. 

Writing about his success David com- 
ments, know that this was due the 
very interesting subject and the fact that 
the instructors and fellow students 
were humans capable understanding 
and appreciating the problems others 
and anxious learn the truth about the 
The concluding sentence Da- 
vid Norman’s talk really carried punch. 
that the most terrifying, the most hor- 
rible and the most contagious agent 
leprosy. the germ public ignorance, 
prejudice and stupidity that causes the 
greatest heartache the victim this 
disease and will only through con- 
scious effort our part forever rid the 
world this germ ignorance, that 
will able remove the stigma from the 
disease; and stop making prisoner out 
man 

David reports that has been asked 
numerous questions his class mates. 
says, ‘‘They all start the same way, 
‘Is true that the disease only mildly 
contagious, thought was very danger- 
David concludes, average per- 
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son simply doen’t know what the score 
regard Hansen’s disease and, when in- 
formed, becomes very interested. The big- 
gest difficulty seems the réali- 
zation and consciousness all these groups 
about the disease, and then 
the blending their interests and talents 
effort solve the problem. 

are grateful David Norman and 
other High School and College students 
who have written that they are using 
Hansen’s disease topic for classroom 
discussion, 


EDUCATIONAL BROADCAST 


STAR readers the West Coast have 
written about radio program which 
emanated from Los Angeles, 
February m., P.C. Time. The 
weekly program, called 
devoted current topics and runs one- 
half hour. The February broadcast 
was the subject Leprosy, tracing the 
history the disease from ancient times 
the present. 

Commenting this program, Miss 
writes, ‘‘It was very interesting and cor- 
rected many the mistaken ideas many 
people have the disease, that leprosy, 
Hansen’s disease (as the patients Car- 
ville prefer say), was just another dis- 
ease and was more feared than 
tuberculosis any other disease, given 
the proper treatment. The broadcast told 
the wonderful help the new drugs had 
been treating the disease and that 
many patients had been discharged from 
the hospital. 

you see THE STAR and its readers 
are getting your message the public. 
They are learning lot things they nev- 
knew before. Many friends had 
never heard the hospital Carville and 
never knew that there was even one case 
Hansen’s disease the 
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Our mail always interests and pack- 
age card invariably gives rise much 
speculation. The package card our mail 
box Monday, Feb. was received with 
the usual what this for’’ un- 
til small air express package was handed 
bearing the return address Tom 
Breneman’s BREAKFAST HOLLY- 
WOOD. Instantly speculation gave way 
jubilation for long have thrilled 
others being sent California orchid but 
never did expect the receiving 
end ourselves. The label simply read THE 
STAR STAFF and explanation was 
enclosed. 

Post haste sent letter 
Breneman and asked how come. few 
days later received his reply: 

you much for writing me, 
glad you enjoyed receiving the 
well-deserved orchid. 

small token was sent you 
sort private Good Neighbor Award. 
The usual Good Neighbor orchids are sent 
result nominating letters; but once 
great while something appeals 
being particularly deserving, and spe- 


THE STAR 
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cial orchid then air-expressed. 

see, not until had seen the 
copy your very excellent paper did 
know the fine work you are doing, 
the real need there for authoritative 
and non-sensational data about such hos- 
pitalization work. This lack dependa- 
ble knowledge, which probably all too 
general, must certainly add the obstacles 
the way public-supported program 
—which makes all the more important 
and helpful that THE STAR doing 
such swell job. 

‘‘Again sincere admiration and re- 
spect all you, and most sincere 
wishes for the continued excellence and 
success your 

are proud being considered 
good neighbor but had not been for Car- 
ville’s good neighbor Miss Ella. entering 
subscription for Mr. Breneman would 
have never known our efforts here. 
Our thanks first you, Miss for 
not only this but for the numerous things 
you for others, sans any glory, and 
then Mr. Ereneman for his boost 
our morale. 


One morning February McNeil, 
emcee ABC’s BREAKFAST CLUB, 
suggested that scattered over 
this hospital with greeting cards. The re- 
sult has been mail quantities. was 
sorted out the Secretary the 
Federation and then placed the Read- 
ing Room for everyone look over. All 
cards.and letters bearing return address 
have been noted and each 
sons receiving copy THE STAR 
little token appreciation. are very 
appreciative the non-sensational man- 
ner which Mr. McNeil made the an- 
nouncement the radio audience. 


**Patronize our advertizers** 
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Fruit trees are blooming, lawns are be- 
ing mowed, hedges trimmed, ferns repot- 
ted, flowers planted and spring curtains 
and spreads freshened, for deep the 
south spring the air and, being op- 
timists, we’re more than ready store 
the things winter and put the rai- 
ment the season. 

Sheer party dresses were vogue 
the evening Mardi Gras, Feb. 18th, 
when Buddy Boudreaux and his band 
Baton Rouge gave out with hot jive for 
several hours pre-lenten merry mak- 
ing. The dance was sponsored the Pa- 
tients’ Federation. 

Such glorious weather makes one feel 
like going places and doing things. Pa- 
tients are going places and enjoying the 
trips much more with the Buick station 
wagon deliver them their own front 
doors —and that glorious feeling non- 
chalantly saying the driver, 
waiting for you one month from today 
for return 

Other than patients have the same idea 
going places and surprisingly large 
number them select this hospital 
their destination. isn’t unusual anymore 
for groups visit the same day from 
opposite ends the United States. After 
patient-conducted tour the parting 
words are usually much the same, 
can’t get wrong ideas your 
illness have always been. This trip has 
put the whole thing different 

Last year Rev. J.S. Ditchburn who heads 
the L.S.U. campus organization the 
Episcopalian Center known the Can- 
terbury Club and Wesley Players present- 
Saturday, February 22nd, Rev. Ditchburn 
brought another group young people 
for similar program. 


This year’s program was travesty 
radio broadcast emanating from the myth- 
ical station KORN. Carvillians are avid 
radio listeners, who thoroughly enjoy 
comedy, and the entertainers played 
the soap operas the 
tion the audience. After the final cur- 
tain the entire cast and Rev. Ditchburn 
were taken tour and thus another 
group received their basic education 
age old misconception. 

quent comment visitors. ‘‘Oh, 
say who see its various tempos. 
There’s never dull moment this hos- 
pital ‘cause something’s always happen- 
ing Friday night, Febuary 21st, around 
10:30 most patients were snuggled down 
for good night’s sleep when suddenly 
the quiet air was split with the repetitious 
blasts the power house’s steam whistle 
fire alarm. Robes and slippers were hast- 
ily donned for the community urge was 
determine where the fire was. turned 
out that was brooder house the 
personnel side. The patients’ volunteer 
fire department ran for our hand drawn 
fire truck and with speed ahead rushed 
the conflagration. They were busily en- 
gaged extinguishing when the modern 
machine drawn fire truck, kept the 
personnel side, arrived complete the 
job. Itis well known fact that Carvil- 
lians love fried chicken but they prefer 
killed and dressed before cooking 
and served not quite overdone was 
the fate these small friers. 

The March Dimes did not un- 
heeded our patient body. Jars were 
placed the Cafeteria and Canteen and 
passed around movie nights the the- 
atre. The sum total these voluntaryc on- 
tributions amounted little over $60. 


| 
j 
i 


FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual exrerience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish ind 
table proof the the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


Since isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DIS 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoninz per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


wegian physician, announced cis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New. York 
State and patients that State are sub- 
j2ct tonorestrictions. down, go). 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Hali the 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star its entirety hand 


set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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